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STAT ARTICL® APPEARED
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These signs “appeared to indicate

ll. that the country was being placed on
Ilte lgel’lce an emergency footing,” he reported, -
comparing them to similar visible
7‘ ’ : changes just before it was anpounced STAT
W aS SlOW in November, 1982, that Soviet Pres- .
' ‘ . ident Leonid Brezhnev had died.,
' The unusual activity in Moscow

. Thursday night inst the
To Respond B oS

- -illness and reports earlier in the day

By Michael Getler . ~that his son, Igor, had left his post with.a Soviet delega-
. Washingion Post Siatf Wrlter - tion at a conference in Stockholm to return to Moscow. ..
More than nine hours passed after 1 s dj v
telitale signs began appearing in called officials at the White House, the State Depart-
Moscow that Soviet President Yuri " ment,_the CIA : ;

Andropov might be dead before the -
first intelligence reports of . those
signs reached government offices
here Thursday night, accordicg to .
diplomats and intelligence officials.

CIA :and other agencies to ask if more detailed
information had been reported to official Washington

_from Moscow. -
=~ All of the officials said they had seen no such reports.
After checking further, the officials called back at about.

; * 8 p.m. to say they had no information about any pro-
The mpgmmfh?:d‘g;xi - gramming changes or other telltale signs in Moscow.
%%mn da St::fy fdedgfmh Mos- . These further checks—based on knowledge of the still-
cow by & journalist who noticed sud- ‘ to-be-published Doder story—were said to include inqui-
den changes in television and radio ries elsewhere in the US. intelligence community, with
< programming and, by walking the - the US. Embassy in Moscow and with the British
streets of the Soviet capital, noticed - | Broadeasting Corp. . ,
signs of unusual late-night activity in \ © Officials said the CIA reportedly relies on the BBC |
government buildings. i “and the US. government’s Foreign Broadcast Intercept |
While it is not unusual for intel- Service (FBIS) for monitoring of Soviet broadcasts It is'
ligence agencies and governments to not clear whether intellizence officials checked with the
get their first bit of information from BBC directlv in Moscow ieht or 1 N
news reports, interviews yesterday their broadcasts and schedules.
with & number of officials made clear Yesterday, after -Andropov’s death was formeally an-
that there was concern and some nounced, the officials contacted Thursday night told a
finger-pointing within the govern- “Post reporter that, in the words of one, “you scooped us
ment over an apparent lack -of -alert- gl e o

ness by the U.S. Embassy in Moscow
and other intelligence monitors to
such a crucial development.

" They said that after details of Doder’s story were re-
layed from officials here to the American operatives in

h : * Moscow, the first reports through government channels
deg: 0? gimﬁm%agfoxgﬁb:ﬁi about. the changes'in musical programming arrived in
7 p.m. Washington time Thursday 'Washmgton sometime after 9 p-m. Thqrgiay—about
and was published in yesterday nine hours after they began on Soviet television.
morning’s newspaper, Moscow cor- - Soviet television switched from jazz to classical music
respondent Dusko Doder wrote that’ at about 8:15 p.m. Moscow time—15 minutes past noon
Soviet television and radio had sud- in Washington. Soviet radio made the same change at
denly switched from jazz to classical " 11:35 p.m. Moscow time—3:35 p.m. in Washington.
music programs. B One source said that when the basic elements of

After walking through the city, Doder’s still unpublished story were “played back” to the
Doder also reported an unusual U.S. Embassy in Moscow on Thursday night, Washing-
number of lights on at midnight at ton time, embassy officials reportedly joked that the re-
the headquarters of the KGB, the porter must be “on pot.”

Soviet secret police, and at the mil-

and. “Don't they listen to the radio or walk around?” a gov-
itary and defense ministries.

ernment official here wondered yesterday, referring to
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